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Loc h  Ec k LMP Bound ary
Landscape Ch arac ter Type 
(LLTNP)

The v isual im pac ts of the forest on th e eastern sh ore are lower,
with  slopes being  m ore g entle and  v iewpoints across th is area
being  less traversed. Mature m ixed conifers along  th e road
c ontribute sig nific antly to th e land scape aesth etics for road users
and  are a key part of the v isual experience, and  th ese sem i
spec im en trees com plem ent th e “Alpine” style forestry on th e
west sh ore. The m ature conifer elem ent also prov id es a
land scape link for travellers on th e A815 with  th e spec im en trees
along  th e road sid e at Bem nore & Puc k ’s Glen.

The prac tic alities of h arv esting  on steep slopes h ave created
som e land form  c onflic ts in term s of forest struc ture, and  som e
larc h  planting s h av e m arg ins th at c onflic t with  land form . The
steep and  roc k y g round  both  increases the land scape im pac t of
forestry m anag em ent dec isions, and  red uces the options in
term s of c oupe desig n.

The d om inant Land scape Ch aracter Type is c lassed as “Forested  Glen Sid es”.
Opportunities for land scape c h ang e are described as follows:
When opportunities arise th roug h  forest felling  and  restruc turing  processes:
• Create g raded  naturalistic transitions th at respond  to topog raph ic features, between
upper and  ed g e forest m arg ins and  surround ing  open land scapes.
• Create m ore naturalistic, preferably continuous-cov er forests, or c onv ert plantations
to nativ e wood land , preferably with  a h ig h  proportion of open g round .
• R einstate PAWS throug h  forest restruc turing .
• R estruc ture forests and  open g round  around  way-leav es and  forest roads to soften
g eom etric lines in th e land scape.
• Enh ance recreational routes throug h  th e Forested Glen Sid es from  lower g lens to
upper slopes, with  opening  up of new routes and  restruc turing  of forests around
existing  road s and  path s, inc orporating  irreg ular sequences of open space and  opening
up v iewpoints

The LMP area h as a h ig h  v isual im pac t on th e A815 wh ic h  is a
key transport corrid or and  tourist route. Views are interm ittent
d ue to road sid e tree cover. Th e forested nature of the land scape
is a fund am ental com ponent of the h ig h  land scape v alue, with
broad leav es and  c onifers ad d ing  d iv ersity and  larg ely reflec ting
land form  and  altitud e. The d iv erse upper m arg in created by
natural conifer reg eneration recreates, in a v isual sense, a
natural forest m arg in rem iniscent of alpine forest. Th is effect is
com plem ented by th e Loc h  sid e and  riparian broad leav es wh ic h
d efine the lower bound ary of the c om m erc ial conifers. The steep
slopes with  unplantable roc k y outcrops also enh ance the
land scape as these features rem ain h ig h ly v isible and  th e forest
m arg in around  th em  reflec ts the land form .


